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Scaling Climate Action & Sustainability in Higher Education Program

The Scaling Climate Action & Sustainability in Higher Education Program is designed to provide an
opportunity for practitioners and scholars to join the MIT Office of Sustainability team, to foster
deeper connections on sustainability strategic planning and climate action on campuses around
the world.

The MIT Office of Sustainability will host professionals for 1- 2 week sessions, as well as
accommodate shorter stays. We will accept applicants to join us on a rolling basis and will host
one visitor at a time, with a maximum of four each semester.

We have found that 1:1 interaction and in-person dialogue provides the richest and most
transparent exchange of information to catalyze learning and potentially scale our efforts globally.
Our intent is to build a platform for project replication, solution acceleration, and partnership
building. Keep in mind, like you, we are busy doing our jobs everyday, but we strongly believe that
slowing down - even in a time of urgency - leads to new, transformative ways of thinking and
doing when in a collaborative working environment.

Visitor must provide: (please respond to each of these this in your letter of intent)

1. ALL of their own funding, computer, housing, food etc.

2. The visitor is responsible for setting up connections and meetings outside of MIT.

3. Visitor will be asked to provide a formal presentation to the staff of the Office of Sustainability on
their work and university’s initiatives.

The Office of Sustainability will provide:

1. A curated set of meetings with internal staff based upon specified interests and desired
outcomes

2. Allocated 1:1 meeting time with the Director, Julie Newman

3. Access to meetings relevant to the topic of focus.

4. Access to a desk for your designated time with us.

Additional guidelines

Open to higher education professionals only, no students accepted at this time
Visitors will not receive MIT affiliation

Visitors can apply for business visa, the office will not support other visa applications
Visitors will have public access to MIT only.
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Application Process

Interested applicants can submit a letter of intent and a CV to Dr. Julie Newman, Director of
Sustainability at | newman@mit.edu. The letter of intent must include your professional
background [CV] and current work, objectives for the exchange with the Office of Sustainability,
why your time spent with this Office might be particularly impactful, specific areas of interest, a
commitment to what you will be providing as outlined above , funding source, a proposed schedule
of your time, and any additional relevant information. The Office of Sustainability staff work in a
hybrid format, thus are on campus 2-3 days per week on a set schedule, so keep that in mind
when you consider your schedule.
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